Business Insight
Physician Assistant?
Why and what do they do?

Physician Assistants are licensed
medical professionals, often called midlevel providers. They must attend college,
with special extended science program,
and complete two-year medical school,
awarding a master degree in medical health
science. Like doctors, they spend a full
year in medical school classroom, learning
theory of all medical specialties. They also
receive a full year of clinical experience in
multiple in-patient and out-patient settings,
learning live medicine on real patients. Their
medical license is given after passing a state
examination in all specialties.
After school, Physician Assistants are hired
by clinics and undergo further training
under supervision of medical doctors. The
clinic training varies depending on particular
specialty and also the supervising physician,
and it is shaped to the needs of the medical
community of the area.
PAs are allowed to practice medicine
alone or under supervision of a medical
doctor, prescribe medications, perform small
surgical procedures, and provide medical
advice to patients.
Health care system uses them in many
primary specialties and family medicine
as their knowledge and skills are very
comparable with medical doctors but the

costs of educating them is signiﬁcantly
lower, which translates to cost-control of
medical care.
Dr. Michael Bukhalo at Arlington
Dermatology works with four very welltrained dermatology physician assistants.
Each of them underwent at least one-year
training in dermatology, working totally
under his supervision and ‘shadowing’ his
treatments and procedures. Dr. Bukhalo
makes sure his Physician Assistants continue
their medical education at the highest level.
They participate in medical continuing
education courses often designed for doctors
and they certify in multiple procedures.
They also work together daily under Dr.
Bukhalo’s directions and consulting. It is
very frequent that Dr. Bukhalo participates
in medical visits scheduled for the PAs. Not
only it allows him to continue teaching them
but provides a full cross-discussed diagnosis
for patients.
Arlington Dermatology providers care
to deliver the highest quality of medical
services but also the most personalized
medical intervention.
Please, call us at 847 392 5440 to receive
more information about our services and
our providers.
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